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Logistics is key to transform tier-2

cities, says IIM director Raghuram'

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@“Belag_avl

INDIAN Institute of Manage-
ment (IIM Bengaluru) director G
Raghuram has stressed on the
importance of logistics in tier-2
cities for their transformation.
At 28th the Foundation Day cel-
ebration of KLS Institute of Man-
agement Education and Research
(IMER) in Belagavi on Monday,
Prof Raghuram, who delivered
the 10th Gogte Lecture Series
talk, proposed ‘SWIFT' model
(Sustainability, Warehousing, In-
formation and Communication
Technology, Fragmentation and
Transport Infrastructure) to re-
duce the cost of logistics. He said
policy makers, industry associa-
tions, service providers and re-
searchers should work together
for optimum utilisation of capac-
ity He was of the opinion that
tier 2 cities like Belagavi have the
potential to become future
growth centres as “they have re-

ﬁ-l . g (i 41 8 ﬂ
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Prof G Raghuram addressing at the 10th Gogte Lacture Series Talk organised by KLS
Institute of Management Education and Research, in Belagavi on Monday

Sources” and people. Proper inte-
gration between people and the
resources is the key to move for-
ward, he said.

Noted industrialist Sachin Sab-
nis was felicitated with the Entre-
preneur of the Year Award on the
occasion.

Pranav Kulkarni and Aparna
Kulkarni of Pune performed in a
live concert titled ‘Swad Sam-
wad’. TiE members, Rotarians
and academicians attended the
programme presided over by
Anant Mandgi, President, Karna-
tak Law Society,

Deccan Herald, 19.09.2018, Pg. 3

Tier-2 cities can become growth
centres, says IIMB director

BELAGAVI: Indian Institute
of Management, Bengaluru
Director G Raghuram said
that tier-2 cities like Belagavi
had the potential to become
future growth centres of the
nation as such cities had the
required resources and man-
power, However, proper inte-
gration between people and
the resources in such tier-2
cities was the key to move tor-
ward.

Prof Raghuram noted this
while delivering the prestig-

ious Gogte Lecture Series

Talk in the Area of Logistics
during the 28th Foundation
Day of KLS Institute of Man-
agement Education and Re-
search (IMER) on Sunday.
Gogte Lecture Series of Talks
was instituted bylate Raosa-
heb B M Gogte, industrialist,
philanthropist and KLS patron
in 1977 on the occasion of his
6lst birthday.

Prof Raghuram began his
talk by giving an overview
of tier-2 cities in India and
spoke about lack of coordina-

tion, connectivity, losses and
damages in transportation
resulting in logistics account-
ing for approximately 14% of
our GDP whereas it was in the
7% range for advanced econ-
omies. “These inefficiencies
also manifest themselves in
turnaround times and min-
imum inventory levels that
are far higher than advanced
economies and hence area 5%
to 7% cost disadvantage for
manufacturers and exporters
in a highly competitive global
economy”, hesaid.

SWIFT Model
Heproposeda SWIFT Mod-
el that’s focus on Sustainabili-
ty, Warehousing, Information
and Communication Tech-
nology, Fragmentation and
Transport Infrastructure to
reduce the cost of logistics to
the Indian Economy. He said
that-policy-makers, industry
associations, various service
providers and researchers/
think-tanks should work to-
gether for optimum utilisation

of capacity.

KLS President Anand Man-
dgipresided over the lecture.

IMER Governing Council
ChairmanRajendra Belgaum-
kar welcomed.

KLSMember SV Ganacha-
ri proposed the vote of
thanks.

KLS Chairman M R
Kulkarni, Vice-president Ram
Bhandare, KLS members, in-
dustrialists, entrepreneurs,
business leaders, TiE mem-
bers, Rotarians, students and
educators were present.

Informal discussion

Prior to the talk, Prof Ra-
ghuram held an informal dis-
cussion for about 45 minutes
with 30 leading industrialists
and entrepreneurs of Belagavi
at the Sandbox at IMER, an
Incubation Facility, and said
that industry groups like the
Chamber of Commerce were
vital in representing the inter-
ests of industry and proposing
solutions.
DH News Service
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